*    SOCIETY    *

House dinner, two more people arriving (Melbourne
and Tom Buncombe) than there was room for, so that
Lady Holland had the pleasure of a couple of general
squeezes, and of seeing our arms prettily pinioned. Lord
Holland sits at table, but does not dine. He proposed to
retire (not from the room) but was not allowed, for that
would have given us all space and ease. Lord Holland
told some stories of Johnson and Garrick, which he had
heard from Kemble.' After dinner the Chancellor, Lord
Brougham, came in, looking like an old clothes man,
and dirty as the ground.' On a similar occasion, Lady
Holland having called out, 'Make room, Mr. Luttrell/
she received the reply, 'It will indeed be to make it,
Lady Holland, for it does not exist/

Holland House breakfasts were famous.

'Men who breakfast out are generally Liberals', says
Lady St. Julians in Sybil. 'Have you not observed that?'

*I wonder why?'

'It shows a restless revolutionary mind', said Lady
Eirebrace, cthat can settle to nothing, but must be run-
ning after gossip the moment they are awake.'

'Yes,* said Lady St. Julians, 'I think those men who
breakfast out, or who give breakfasts, are generally
dangerous characters; at least, I would not trust them,'

Whilst Holland House receptions were eclectic, those
of the famous Sarah Countess of Jersey were exclusive.
Possessing both rank and wealth (she had inherited the
fortune of her grandfather, the banker Child), Lady
Jersey wielded great social influence. Though in
politics Tory, she entertained sufficiently distinguished
members of all parties. Creevy records going on
there one evening when Holland House was dull,
and that Lady Holland complained of losing all her
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